Reactions were generally performed under argon in flame-dried flasks, and the components were added by syringe. Products were purified by flash chromatography on silica gel (230-400 mesh, Merck or Macherey & Nagel). Unless otherwise stated, yields refer to analytically pure samples. 3-(2',2'-dimethyl-1',3'-dioxolan-4'-yl)-3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-2H- 
5S-isomer of
was diluted with diethyl ether (30 mL) and water (10 mL) was added. The phases were separated and the aqueous phase was extracted with diethyl ether (3 × 10 mL). The combined organic phases were dried (Na 2 SO 4 ), filtered and concentrated. The resulting crude product (0.098 g) was directly used without purification in the next step. 
